IMPORTANT TIPS WHEN HIRING A DJ/MC FOR YOUR RECEPTION
Are you or is someone you know having a wedding reception? Here are a few things you’ve probably never even thought of that we suggest as professional reception DJ/MC’s.
First and most importantly…Looking at the overall cost of a Wedding Day, the professional DJ's fee is a small percentage of the total price yet NOTHING can affect the total outcome of the day like the party portion and the Entertainment provided by the DJ/MC.  Remember, it's not just the music, it's the total overall presentation.  NEVER choose your DJ based on price alone.  By saving yourself a few bucks on a “fly by night” DJ company, you are potentially ruining the most important party you will ever throw!!  If you have to cut corners, don't compromise on the entertainment. B#Sharp Entertainment clients never complain that they paid too much for our services.  In fact, most of our business comes from word of mouth from past clients and recommendations from those who know good entertainment!  
Now, Starting with tip number 12…
12) People tend to remember the beginning and the end of an event. That's why your DJ/MC should do a strong and grand introduction. It helps build rapport early on, and if done right and with energy and enthusiasm, it puts him or her in a more powerful position to work your crowd all night.
11) Don't put the older guests next to the dance floor/speakers. If you have to ask why, then you may want to hire a harpist for the night.
10) Your guests should NEVER start eating before you arrive!  Before you arrive, it is appropriate for your guests to be encouraged to mingle and have a cocktail or drink!  The buffet should open with you, your family, and head table.  That way, you will actually be finished eating before your guests are.  We then start the “Traditional wedding events”, which are excellent dinnertime entertainment for your guests!  If the buffet opens before you arrive, your guests must wait on you to finish eating.  This will cause dead time as the “Traditional wedding events” would need to be pushed back, and you would feel rushed to finish your meal!  

9) Don't put your entertainment and/or dance floor in a different room—your entertainment should be centered. Powerful entertainers will work to get people on the dance floor but they must be in the action! If the dance floor is too far away from the action, it becomes more difficult to get people to actually move to the dance floor, and very hard for your DJ to interact with the guests!

8) A "too small" dance floor is better than one that is “too big”. Why? The answer is simple: It creates the impression, whether real or not, that the floor is full. People are more likely to dance when the crowd on the floor is dense than when they feel like there only ones out there. Take it from the pro who knows about dancing and crowd psychology!  If people end up dancing on the carpet…great! They end up dancing on the carpet and the story of your floor being so packed people couldn't even fit on the floor only further reinforces this point.

7) Darker is better than lighter for dancing. People feel like less of a spectacle, less "on-stage" when they think they're harder to see. That's why crime increases at night as well—and yes, when some people dance it is a crime. This one works along the same lines of psychology as tip #8.  Also, our lighting will create a very professional atmosphere!

6) Bars should ALWAYS be in the main room, preferably closer to the dance floor. Bars are like kitchens—they draw people to them. If you can help it, don't make your DJ wrestle with the draw of a bar.  
Continued…
5) Do I offer my DJ a plate?  Do I tip at the end of the night?  Yes on both and here is why…
On the Plate…Remember, there is about 2 hours of set up before your music begins, a 5-6 hour reception, followed by an hour take down.  Nine hours without food or water is very difficult for even the most diligent DJ-believe me, I know!  Bringing a lunch box is tacky…AND OFTEN NOT ALLOWED BY THE CATERING HALL!  We would never sit down at a table and eat a full meal.  We do appreciate the invitation to the buffet so that we may discretely eat if we get a free moment!  Besides, I can tell you from experience that professional wedding vendors will gladly do a little extra for you at no charge when you treat them right, and they are comfortable…and not eating for nine hours is NOT comfortable!

On tipping?  Your DJ is not getting paid the amount you are paying for a DJ service.  There are several people that are being paid out of that total amount who are responsible for putting the party together for you!  If your DJ does an excellent job, a 10-20% tip is customary and appreciated, however never required!
4) Let your DJ/MC control the flow of the night!  We have the experience necessary to professionally keep the evening flowing!  A good DJ is an on-site reception coordinator!

3) Do a dollar dance only if you have a PLANNED honeymoon… And Theme it!!! Do it early on after the first dances and limit it to about 15 minutes!

2) If you want an evening reception where your guests stay longer than an hour after dinner and dance the night away, you should offer a bar.  You do not have to pay the bill for an open bar, a cash bar will do the trick!  If you are concerned about offending grandma and grandpa, there are tricks we can talk about that will respect them, yet allow you to have the party you want and have paid for!  

There are two exceptions to this rule…

A) You, your friends, and your family DON’T drink, but like to dance anyway!  Now, if it is a situation where you and your friends like to drink, but not so much your family…you have to consider who is paying the bill and hopefully come to a compromise since it is your wedding!

B) If you actually only want an early or afternoon reception with ALL the traditional events, but without a full dance in the end, you may or may not want to serve alcohol.  Early receptions can be very nice, and quite charming!  An afternoon reception will ensure that you actually get all of the attention a full reception offers and will leave the evening open for your guests to enjoy other plans, and for you…an early start to the honeymoon!

AND NOW (drum roll please)…The Number 1 suggestion we have in order to created the perfect wedding reception for you
1) When hiring a Professional such as B#Sharp Entertainment, you should rely on their musical expertise. Remember, we do this for a living and have experience with every kind of crowd you can imagine!  We WILL play your special requests, but be careful not to cut out all the "cliché" wedding music as we find that this always negatively impacts the dance floor potential. People dance to what they know. A wedding reception is not the time and place to prove to your friends and family that you're into obscure music. You've got a lot of people from all over your family tree that want to have a good time, so trust your DJ to read your crowd and exercise all of his/her tools and really work his/her craft!   A good music mix is the rule for all wedding receptions!
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417-886-5077  www.BsharpDJ.com
